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£Z ICE

Stay Cool This

Holiday Season
with EZ ICE!

Give the Gift of Comfort
— EZ ICE Wraps for Horses & Dogs

Buy Any 3
Ice Wraps,
Get 1 FREE

Hoof Founder Pack!

Place your @

order today

www.ezice.net =




e Florida Quarter Horse Association
;.‘ orse 941.321.3247, fghasecretary@aol.com

Upcoming Show Schedule

Nov. 15-16 FQHA All Novice Show
Jacksonville Equestrian Center, Jax, FL

Dec. 5-7 Last Chance Futurity & Show
World Equestrian Center, Ocala, FL

Jan 2-6, 2026 FQHA Florida Gulf Coast
World Equestrian Center, Ocala, FL

$25 discount per entry for pre-entries
received by November 30th!

maIN EVENT
gRIH

=

i [
FQHA &

2. PO Box 325 Laurel cowTowN CLASSIC DATES:
| Florida 34272 10/24-26 & 12/19-21
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ABSCESSES - THRUSH '.l"

WHITE LINE SEPARRTION

GUARANTEED RESULTS!

Vetericyn’'s NEW Mobility line is a complete way to manage white line, abscesses, sore muscles, and other
hoof and joint issues. So saddle up and keep your horse performance-ready with Vetericyn Mobility.

Made in the USA with foreign & domestic components | vetericyn.com
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Here Come the Hohda sl Are You and Your Pet Ready?

If the sounds of school bells, crunching
of leaves underfoot, and touchdown
celebrations has not yet alerted you,
summer has ended and fall festivities
loom on the horizon. Dr. Canaan Shores,
a veterinarian who heads the Urgent and
Convenient Care service at the
University of Illinois  Veterinary
Teaching Hospital, has advice for making sure the
upcoming holidays are just as safe and enjoyable for our
pets as for the human members of our family.

He says pet owners face different sets of safety concerns
depending on whether they are traveling with their pet,
traveling and boarding their pet or leaving them with a
sitter, staying at home with their pet, or hosting a gathering.

Traveling with Your Pet

Dr. Shores recommends taking a few precautions before
you travel with your pet to help the trip go as smoothly as
possible.

* If your pet takes any medications, double check your
stock to verify that you have enough to comfortably last the
duration of your trip. Do this well in advance to avoid
needing a last-minute refill on your way out of town.

* Research urgent or emergency care facilities on your
route and at your destination so you're aware of their
locations before an issue arises.

* Talk to your vet about any medications that may make
travel easier, whether by relieving the pet’s stress or
preventing Gl upset with a bland preseription diet, As Dr,
Shores says, “Sedatives are our friend!” The goal is to
minimize the impact of travel on your pet.

When Your Pet Stays Behind

Again, it's important to make sure your pet has all
necessary medications before you depart.

Additionally, Dr. Shores offers a few considerations for
the times you are boarding your pet. “"Most boarding
facilities require proof of wvaccination and deworming.
Fulfilling these requirements can take two to four weeks,
depending on which vaccines are needed,” he says. “Try to
plan as far ahead as possible and go through your pet’s
medical record to ensure all eriteria are met.”

Even if the boarding facility does not require these
protections, your pet may fare better having maximum
preventive care. “Talk to your primary care veterinarian
about what additional steps can be taken to limit your pet’s
risk,” he advises.

Holidays at Home with Your Pet

Before exposing your pet to all the chaos the holidays
can bring, you should consider several potential hazards.

“There are going to be many more tasty treats around,
with a lot of ‘high-value’ foods being thrown in the
garbage, such as turkey carcasses and steak fat,” notes Dr.
Shores. “Make sure the trash can 1s well-secured. Don’t
assume that just because your pet hasn’t gotten into
something in the past they won’t do it now. Pets change as
they get older: sometimes becoming more obedient, but
sometimes becoming less obedient.”

He also strongly recommends keeping the number for an
animal poison hotline on hand. “I recommend the ASPCA
hotline (888-426-4435). There is a small fee for using this
resource, but it is well worth it,” he says. “If you're
concerned that your pet has ingested something that may
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be toxic, you can call that number and
they will help determine if your pet
should be seen by a veterinarian.”

Cats are especially likely to chew on
things like tinsel and wire. Unfortunately,
this can lead to serious problems, such as
Gl obstruction. “Cats are also more likely
to climb up onto objects, such as
decorative trees,” says Dr. Shores, “If those objects fall, the
cat could be injured.”

He advises putting up decorations when you’re going to
be home for a few days. That way you can watch how your
pet is going to react to these objects, “If there is concern
that the pet may not fare well, scale back on the
decorations,” he advises.

Hosting a Gathering

Just like people, our pets may feel a range of emotions,
depending on their personality, at the prospect of having
guests in the home. Pet owners should consider that before
the party begins and take steps to minimize their pets’
SLress,

“Some pets are going to be gregarious, greeting people at
the door happily and not causing any problems,” says Dr.
Shores. “For others, gatherings can be a time of high stress,
fear, and anxiety. This situation can lead to Gl issues and
even bite incidents.”

To minimize problems, Dr. Shores advises keeping these
pointers in mind;

* Give the pet a quiet, dark arca to retreat to if they
choose. This will help prevent them from getting
averstimulated, scared, or anxious,

* Sedatives can help.

* Tell your guests about your pet’s personality type to
prevent unwelcome interactions.

Final Thoughts

Whether traveling or staying home, you should know
that holidays are high-volume periods for urgent care and
emergency veterinary facilities. It’s a time when primary
care facilities are closed and pets are extra likely to need
veterinary care. (Dr. Shores says pets more often get into
high-fat foods or tangle with a wisiting dog.) This
combination adds up to longer wait times at the clinics that
are open,

Dr. Shores also has advice for anyone considering
surprising a loved one with an adorable new pet: “Don’t, If
the recipient has a well-thought-out plan, then great. But a
pet should not be gotten on a whim and given to someone
who is not expecting it.”

He notes that there is a well-documented jump in pets
coming into the shelter after the holidays.

With these tips in mind, you and your pet will be well
equipped for a cheerful holiday season. As always, if you
have any specific questions about how your pet and the
holidays, it’s best to talk directly to your primary care
veterinarian,
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EZ ICE Products Make Great Gifts

EZ ICE has recently
opened another office in
ICE New Smyma Beach, FL.

There are so many horses

that come to Florida every
year and we wanted to return to our roots
and continue manufacturing here.

To celebrate our returmn, we will be
offering a special through November. Our
customers  will receive a  FREE
Hoof/Founder Pack with the purchase of
any 3 lce Wraps from our website. These
wraps make a great gift and are smart to
have on hand for any emergency
that can easily happen.

Why Should You
Use EZ ICE?

When it comes to caring for
your horses and dogs the right =
cooling therapy can make all the
difference. EZ ICE provides one
of the most effective, convenient
and affordable ways to reduce
swelling, prevent injuries, and
speed up recovery for your
animals, Designed for both performance
and comfort, EZ ICE wraps are built to
deliver professional- quality cold therapy
that’s casy to use. No mess, no hassle, and
no guesswork.

Whether you're

dealing with a

hard-working performance horse, a pony
prone to Founder, or an active dog that
needs relief after a long day, EZ ICE has the
perfect solution. The wraps are built with

From Horse & Pony News

comfort in mind. Each wrap is flexible
enough to mold to your horse’s leg or dogs’
neck, ensuring full contact with the cooling
surface for maximum effectiveness. The
soft durable outer layer prevents discomfort
or irritation, and is easy to clean.

The reusable design means you'll always
have cooling therapy ready when you need
it most. Whether you're managing an
injury, preventing soreness, or helping your
animal recover after training, EZ ICE is
always ready to go, just grab it from the
freczer.

EZ ICE has eamed a strong
reputation  among  trainers,
riders, veterinarians and pet
owners who want a dependable
cooling solution that truly
works. Many equestrians prefer
EZ 1CE because it offers
professional  grade  results
without the high costs or
complicated setup of the other
systems,

For more than 25 years EZ

ICE has been the leader providing ice
therapy wraps that last. Designed by
horseman and woman the ice wraps are
made in the USA. If you're looking for a
Tendon Wrap, Hock Wrap, Hoof/founder
Pack, Hoof Combo Boot or Cooling Neck
Collar our website can help you decide
what product is best for you. STAY COOL,
and HEAL FAST is our EZ ICE motto.

Happy Holidays & Merry Christmas!

Horse & Pony News

Standard Ad Dimensions
Front Cover: 9.2"Widex8.2"H

Full Page: 9" Wide x 10" H

Half Page: 9" Wide x 4.95"H
Third Page:  4.45"Widex 7" H
Quarter Page: 4.45" Wide x 4.95"H
Eighth Page: 4.45"Widex2.4"H
Jumbo Card: 2.9" Wide x 3.3"H
Medium Card: 2.9" Wide x 2.0" H
Small Card: 2.9" Widex1.0"H

- View Digital Issues at no charge!

ADVERTISE!
Let us help you Reach
Florida Equestrians!

Mailing Address:
PO Box 2145
Seffner, FL 33583

A NEW issue is posted EACH MONTH
on www.HorseAndPonyNews.com

www.HorseAndPonyNews.com
Email: horsepny@tampabay.rr.com
Phone: (813)967-1931 or 999-4991

+*Covers by reservation.

+Horse & Pony News requires
prepayment for all ads.

+All advertising is non-refundable.

+Prices and print schedule
subject to change.

*No ad may be cancelled after you
have reserved page(s) & submitted
ad copy on or after the deadline.

+The publisher reserves the right to
edit all copy
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Ride Into History

Why You Should Srgn Up for the Great Flonda Cattle Drive 2026

In January 2026 the Great Florida Cattle Drive will once
again send a herd South from the University of Florida’s
IFAS DeLuca Preserve toward Okeechobbee. For six days
riders drive cattle across praries and pinewoods, sleep
under the stars and revive the traditions of Florida’s
Cracker cow hunters, If you've ever dreamed of riding
through open country and living history, this event
promises “the trip of a lifetime.” Along the trail you will
experience live cow dog demonstrations and have
opportunities to ride with the cow hunters moving the cows
along the trail.

A living chapter of A Land Remembered

Patrick Smith’s novel A Land Remembered follows the
Maclvey family’s struggles in Florida’s wilderness. The
2026 route echoes parts of the book, allowing riders to see
the landscapes that inspired the story. As part of a
statewide program, more than 17,000 fourth graders will
read A Land Remembered and watch live streams of the
drive, making participants characters in an educational
adventure,

Campfire culture every night

After long days in the saddle, riders gather round the
campfire for nightly entertainment that celebrates cowboy
culture:

TURKEY TRAIL
POKER RIDE

AT RIVER RISE PRESERVE
STATE PARK

Saturday, November 22, 2025
# 373 SW US Hwy 27, Ft White, FL
» $25 1st Poker Hand, $15 ea Additional
+ Many great drawing prizes - $1/ticket
* Food truck w/Breakfast & Lunch
 Registration starts at 9AM.

e details v.fsﬂ.‘
sofoleno.org

- -
—
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* Cowboy stories & poetry: Tuesday night features
seasoned ranchers and young cowboys sharing tale and
verses.

* Bluegrass night: Wednesday brings upbeat music from
the Bluegrass Express.

* Seminole Stomp Dance: On Thursday the Seminole
Tribe of Florida leads a cultural evening with a traditional
Stomp Dance.

* Steak dinner & auction: Fridays closing camp supper
features a hearty steak and live auction.

These evenings evoke old cow camps where songs,
stories and cultural exchange were as important as the
day’s miles,

End-of-Trail celebration

When the herd reaches Okeechobee, the public can join
the End of Trail & Heritage Festival on January 31. The
event includes demonstrations, mutton bustin’, a brisket
cook-off, art displays, vendor markets a kids” zone and live
music. It’s the perfect p-lace for family and friends to meet
riders and enjoy Florida ranch culture.

Sneek peek at a TV adaptation
Tampa filmmaker Todd Wiseman Jr. and producer
Christa Boarini are developing a multi-season TV series
based on A Land Remembered. Wiseman says the show
will highlight Florida’s agricultural roots and remain true

—y

DUCKS
UNLIMITED

' Imcluuﬁ ON SPON
OF THE GREAT FLORIDA CATTLE DRIVE

Jump Into Great Advertising

with HORSE & PONY NEWS!
Florida’s Premier Equine Publication

Horse & Pony News

\ horsepny@tampabay.rr.com
967-1931

www.HorseAndPonvNews.com

www. HorseAndPonyNews.com

to history. During the drive the production team plans to
share insights and gather material, giving participants an
insider’s view of how the novel will come to television.

Education meets adventure

The UF/IFAS six week program built around a Land
Remembered teaches fourth graders about land
stewardship, cattle ranching and Florida ecosystems. As
the drive moves through the DeLuca Preserve and working
ranches, students watching online see conservation
practices in action. Riders become ambassadors,
connecting classroom lessons to real world experiences.

Register now — spaces are limited

Registration closes Dec 1, 2025, and costs $700-5850

The fee covers the drive, camp meals, nightly
entertainment and festival entry, Whether you join as a
drover, wagon rider or support crew, you'll be a part of a
rare event that keeps Florida’s ranching heritage alive,

From cowboy poets and bluegrass bands to Seminole
Stomp dancers, cow dog demonstrations and a preview of a
major TV series, the 2026 Great Florida Cattle Drive offers
a unique blend of adventure, culture and history. The next
drive won’t happen until 2031- so saddle up and become
part of Florida's living heritage.

Don’t Forget to
Reserve your
Front Cover
NOW!

Email us today!

Horsepny@tampabay.rr.com




Scan QR Code for

information on
sponsorship,
merchandise, or
registration

: GREAT. FLORIDA CATTLE DRIVE

)
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January 26-31, 2026

Experience Florida’s rich ranching heritage!

Travel the trail like they did over a century ago
—by wagon or horseback—
on a journey through living history.

863-287-1835

- www.greatfloridacattledrive.com

Thanks to our recent Chuckwagon Spousors
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This Agility

By Christy Gammage Practice Makes Pawfect

Dog Agility 1s a competition. The objective is to do
well enough to win or to at least get a Quallfylng score
(a ‘Q") so you can get titles and move up in the levels.
Whether your goal is to stand on the top podium at the
world championships or just get out of Novice level, I'm
here to tell you that getting a qualifying score in your next
class should _not  necessarily be your goal.

What?!? Shouldn’t | want to do well and win? Yes, but
to advance quickly and win consistently you really need
to take the long view. And that long view should start
with how does your dog feel coming out of the ring and
what did they learn in there? Because dogs (and people)
are learning all the time. And how they feel will influence
everything they do from here on out.

Novice dog Scenario 1: The handler does a long lead out
(that they’ve practiced before), looking around trying to
remember the course (and the dog feels a little deserted in a
strange environment). The first line of jumps goes OK.
The next turn is smooth to a tunnel. Coming out of the
tunnel, the dog looks around for the handler and spots the
friendly looking jump crew sitting by the fence. HI! Oh
wait, my handler looks mad. Guess I'll go back to them.
MNow the handler is embarrassed, frazzled and cues the next
obstacle poorly. The dog heads for what they think the
handler wanted. The handler screams “NO!™ and the dog
pulls off looking at the handler for clarification. The rest of
the run the handler is very clear about what is next, the dog
hesitantly complies. The run ends without any actual

Seminar
Sponsored By:
FLORIDA ASSOCIATION
OF KENNEL CLUBS

Seating is Limited to the first 48 Applicants

Dr. Carmen Battaglia

Author of “Breeding Dogs to Win"

Seminar: Developing Puppies, Pedigree Analysis and Structure Movement
Date: Wednesday, December 10, 2025

Time: 1:30pm-4:00 pm

Location: Orange County Convention Center 9899 International Dr North/South Building Orlando, FL 32813,

Contact person:

Leah James Tel: 850.445.5408 Email: presleahj@gmail.com

Seminar fee is: $20.00 *Please register by Nov. 26 space is limited
Payments by Zelle: email name, address, phone to fakctreasurer@gmail.com
Mail info & check to: FAKC 11904 McMullen Loop Riverview, FL 33569
Payment questions: Diane Roberts (813)671-2913

FAKC®

Q Is Not Important
W7,

faults. A Q! Maybeaplacement! The dog just wants to get
out of the ring where his handler was so stressed and he got
yelled at twice.

Novice dog Scenario 2: The handler expects the young
dog to make mistakes and considers this a training run,
even if they did not enter the class as NFC/FEQ/DTIR,
where no actual judging is done. The handler has already
studied the course before getting the dog out and can
concentrate entirely on the dog from crate to ring. The
handler does a short lead out keeping the dog’s focus (even
though really long lead outs have been done before in
practice). The first ling of jumps and tunnel entrance go
well. Coming out of the tnnel, the dog spots the jump
crew sitting by the fence. HI! Oh wait, my handler is
calling me in a happy voice. They look like fun. I'll go
back to them where they praise me for coming. Later in the
run, the handler cues an obstacle indecisively. The dog
heads for what they think
the handler wanted. The
handler accepts that the dog
could have misunderstood
and  just allows  the
off-course to happen. Then
they happily call the dog
back and continue as if that
was all just part of the
course. The rest of the run
goes well. No Q. The dog
is happy. He had fun with
his handler and got praised
for doing the right things.
Trialing is fun!

Novice (or experienced)
dog Scenario 3: The
handler is always positive
with the dog. They accept

Page 8 Horse & Pony News
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that sometimes they haven’t trained a skill or the
dog can misunderstand, but in general they make a
good team. Off-courses are rare and the dog ignores
distractions, Now they want to start pushing for the
Q) or the win, They've trained a 2-on-2-off (2020)
stopped contact and the dog is solid in training. But
with the exciting environment the dog is going
faster than in practice or is distracted by the tunnel
after the A-Frame. The dog hits the yellow contact
zone, but doesn’t even try to stop. Should the
handler ... A) continue on, happy that the dog hit the
contact zone and is going fast or ... B) call the dog
back and emphasis that wasn’t the correct A-Frame
performance, sacrificing the @ with an intentional
off-course?

Here is where your dog’s temperament and feelings
come into play. 1f it is a one-off, or with a *soft’ dog who
would feel badly about being brought back to do the
A-Frame again, maybe you keep going and just plan on
more training at home. However, if this is not the first time
or yourdog can happily accept corrections, then you have 2
choices. Both choices sacrifice the @ in the name of
training. You could just hop the dog back up into the 2020
position, reinforcing to the dog that this is what must be
done before you get to continue to play the game. But if
your dog does this a lot in training, they may think the
correction is part of the behavior. In which case you could
try “Fix and Go™ where you get to go back an obstacle or
two and try the problem area again, maybe with stronger
deceleration cues. (Note: you only get to try the fix one
time, for one thing. If they still don’t perform to your
criteria, then you either can continue or leave the ring.)
With any of these choices, keep in mind what you want the
dog to feel or have learned when coming out of the ring.

Now we get to the hardest part. The handler’s feelings.
It is HARD to not care about the Q, or how your dog
performs, or how it makes you look to the hordes of peaple
watching (just kidding here). But, I'll tell you this, you will
look like a more experienced and effective trainer giving
your dog a good experience in the ring, rather than yelling
at your dog to save the ). People who focus on getting the
Q to the detriment of their dog will struggle with
motivation and speed as they progress up in the levels.

So remember, it IS all about the journey. Keep the dog
thinking they are awesome. When your dog enjoys agility
trialing, success will come more quickly and easily. They
will stay connected with you and run faster with more
confidence. And that leads to more Qs in the future. Better
Practice!

The place for deg sporting fun
Orlando, FL
Agility Field Rentals
Trials and Seminars
Fun Runs
Structured Practice

Christy Gammage
® agility v
P




At Flying Colors Displays, our
handcrafted racks are built to:
Showcase rosettes & dog agility
title bars beautifully
Fit any space with multiple sizes
available

LET YOUR WINS SHINE

« Browse our collection

» Pick your perfect display
» Show off your wins today!

Pe‘wmaﬁigﬂlim Available

Use Code "HNP" for 15% off

Valid until 12/15/25 FlyingColorsDisplays.com

321-508-7234 flyingcolorsdisplays@gmail.com

Open Ho rse Show Association

show !ocaﬂy g achleve nationally
Virtual Fall Buckle Series

Sept, Oct, Nov, and Dec
Over 100 classes! In hand, western, wj, wt, hunt seat, saddle seat,
gaited, driving, side saddle,dressage, ranch horse, and timed
events. We even have a few fun classes and classes for non-
equines (goats, dogs, sheep, cows, anything that's not an equine).
14 BUCKLES, ribbons, and fun awards!

w’rS\,

iur vehicle or trailer. Missing the concession food'-’ Need some soclallzmg" Geta few
friends together, throw some burgers on the grill, and have fun helping each other R
shoot your videos. o

-
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Weekdays: 8:00-6:00pm *Curbside pickup available!
Sat:_8:90-6:909m 12650 Mcintosh Rd
Sun: 8:00-4:00pm Thonotosassa FL 33592
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Vetericyn
ANIMAL WELLNESS
“Vetericyn® has been a staple in |. . ...

my barn for many years! | love the ™
versatility of their Wound Care.

My favorite new productis the .

1]
FoamCare® Equine Shampoo!” s ’ & J

HAILEY KINSEL
Vetericyn® Rodeo Athlete

Vetericyn
Vetericyn

Vetericyn
LIHIHEHT z

0=
Q==

WOUND & SKIN | EYE & EAR | SHAMPOO | MOBILITY

Made in the USA with foreign & domestic components | 866.318.3116
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Florida

Quartgr
Horse,

Association

11/15-16 FQHA All Novice Show, JEC Jacksonville
12/5-7 FQHA Last Chance Futurity & Shows WEC
1/2-6 2026 FQHA FL Gulf Coast Show, WEC, Ocala
Please contact fghasecretary{@aol.com for more
information or FQHA net for programs and patterns.

Don’t Forget to
Reserve your
Front Cover
NOW!

Email us today!
Horsepny@tampabay.rr.com

WINNING WAYS
with Western Dressage

—

We're coming to Ocala, Florida!

November 8-11

PALM
<] BREC Dressage
NOV 8
NOV 9

JOIN ONE, TWO,
ORALL THREE
EVENTS!
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AQHA/WDAA Western Dressage Show with USEF R Judge Lynn Palm
Grow Your Scores Clinic for Competitors, Coaches, Judges
NOV 10 & 11 Grow Your Skills Clinic for Riders of All Levels

generalinfo@ lynnpalm.com | 352-362-7847 LYNNPALM.com

813-967-1931

Western Dressage: Tips From a Judge’s Perspective

By Lynn Palm

In this series, Western Dressage
from a Judge’s Perspective, 1 will
give you tips from my point of
view as a judge that may help your
scores and learn to ride with more
accuracy and precision. As we go
through the levels, 1 will explain
some common errors that | see
and suggest ways to overcome
these pitfalls. Let's jump into Level 4!

In the extended walk the horse covers as much ground as
possible, without haste and without losing the regularity of
the steps. The hind feet touch the ground clearly in front of
the hoof prints of the fore feet. The nider allows the horse to
stretch out the head and neck (forwards and downwards)
without losing contact with the mouth and control of the
poll. The nose must be clearly in front of the vertical.

This is a necessary task to do at this level, as the jog and
lope have been asked for, now the walk must be shown!
The walk is the hardest gait to keep extended, as the walk is
the hardest to control the length of stride. When the
extended walk is perfected, you have your driving aids
working! To extend the walk, the horse must be obedient to
the aids and rider has to extend with seat and leg aids, and
allow the head and neck of the horse to slightly extend
lower, with the poll not below the wither, for best results.
Often, 1 see the stride too short with reins too tight which
retards the extension.

The collected walk is a shortening of the steps working of
walk without losing engagement of the hind legs with
energy. The horse may shorten his outline without
tightness and quick steps. The horse must be relaxed and
maintain a fluid tempo.

The horse must be shortened from warm up. When
collected, the rider should always have invisible aids,
riding from legs to hand contact, which will eliminate
shorter and quicker steps when training.

The flying change of lead will ideally begin with the
sequence of the new hind leg, the diagonal pair and
followed by the new leading front leg. The change of lead
of the hind and front leg takes place immediately after the
moment of suspension without a break of gait. The aids
should be precise and unobtrusive.

Now we are having fun! The is no better feeling than
when vour horse is doing flying lead changes! One must
have the skills to position the horse for the new lead while
maintaining the horse’s correct body position during the
lead change. For
transition, you must keep
your horse straight with the
slightest bend in
preparation for the new
lead, without changing it.
The lead change s
accomplished when you cue
for the change of lead while
maintaining your horse’s
body position during the
change to get it with
balance and fluidity and
smoothness.

Common errors are break

this

www. Horse AndPonyMNews.com

of gait, changing from the front then the hind and riders
overexaggerating their aids. Again, the key is the
horse’s straightness and the rider’s light use of aids
while maintaining correct position and balance in the
saddle.

For the quarter pirouette, the horse is highly collected
for 1 or 2 strides before and then through a 90 degree
turn around the haunches in 2-3 strides, maintaining a
correct canter footfall.

Although this is a great progression to train the
pirouette, itis the beginning of doing the 180 degree turn
and more. | do like to show the very collected strides,
and I will do 3 or more, to allow my horse to know that 1
am going to make the tightest turn at the canter that is
possible! Often riders do not show the collected strides
at the beginning, or they don’t truly move around the
haunches rather make too wide a turn.

The half-pirouette is a half-circle executed on two
tracks with a radius equal to the length of the horse. The
forehand moving round the haunches. The forefeet and
the outside hind foot move round the inside hind foot
which forms the pivot and should return to the same
spot, or slightly in front of it, each time it leaves the
ground. The horse is slightly bent in the direction in
which it is turning should remain on the bit with a light
contact, turn smoothly and maintain the appropriate
sequence and timing of footfalls of that gait. The poll
stays at the highest point during the entire movement.
The quarters are well engaged and lowered and show a
good flexion of the joints.

When you perfect the quarter turn, the half or 180
degree pirouette comes easily. It is a wonderful feeling
of your horse being at his highest degree of collection
and to do the canter pirouette which is one of my favorite
movements in dressage. To do the pirouette well, keep
the same bend throughout the turn, and move the
forehand around to make the turn. Like the quarter
pirouette, I see not enough collection prior to the turn, or
the steps are too big. Here the riders need to sit back and
continue to use the driving aids to shorten the step to
keep the hind end engaged.

Level 4 has so many fun maneuvers that call on all the
skills learned from the previous levels for both rider and
horse. [tis 5o close to the current highest level-Level 5!

* Palm Equestrian Academy
generalinfo@lynnpalm.com 352-362-7847

* Cyril and Lynn offer clinics throughout the country
and abroad as well as online coaching. Join them on
their teaching tours or their Palm Equestrian Academy
European Journeys.

Get Spotted!

Advertise In:
Horse &
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Florida Cracker Trail Association History

In 1987, a group of energetic individuals, with a love and
respect for history, came together to form the Florida
Cracker Trail Association, to recreate a part of Florida’s
past that has become a traditional event. The Annual
Cross-State Ride serves to highlight and preserve the
importance of Florida’s role in the introduction of horses
and cattle into the New World as well as the birth and
continuance of the cattle and horse industries by Florida’s
future settlers and their descendants. Community
developers are moving into the heartland of Florida, buying
huge multi-thousand acre ranches and converting this wild
land to tracts of housing. As a result, the area’s history is
being threatened.

In the early 1500s, Spanish conquistador, Juan Ponce de
Leon landed on the shores of Florida in an attempt to
colonize. Thwarted and attacked by Native Americans, the
colomsts abandoned their quest, leaving behind the first
livestock in North America... horses, hogs and Andalusian
cattle, the ancestors of the Texas Longhorns.

Florida was mostly wide, green spaces (natural
pastureland) and livestock bred and ran wild for centuries.
In northern Florida, those who raised cattle fought Indian
raids, mosquitoes, fever ticks, storms, swamps and snakes.

By the 1800s, the Seminole nation possessed extensive
herds (5,000 to 50,000 head) of cattle, As Indian and white
settlers moved south, so did the cattle, searching for new
pastures.

As railroads reached into Florida, it became a chief
supplier of cattle to the Confederacy for hides, tallow,
leather and meat during the Civil War.

Florida was an open range. There was not a fenced
pasture anywhere in the state and cattle roamed freely.
Rustling became particularly widespread by the second
half of the 18th century, and was one of the elements that
led to the Seminole Wars,

Following the Civil War, a rugged brand of individual
settled along Florida’s east coast and central corridor.
These early settlers became known by their Northern
neighbors, as Florida Crackers, Cracker Cowmen or Cow
Hunters.

The carly Crackers would hunt and round up cows over
the wooded rangelands and miles and miles of open plains,
in the hammocks, and by the rivers and streams, and had a
unique way of herding cattle. The Crackers relied on
bullwhips to flush cows out of the palmetto scrub and spur
on oxen that pulled their carts and wagons. They used 10-
to 12-foot-long whips made of braided leather. The snaps
of these whips would break the sound barrier making a loud
CRACK.

Physicists Alain Goriely and Tyler McMillen at the
University of Arizona explain: “The crack of a whip comes
from a loop traveling along the whip, gaining speed until it
reaches the speed of sound and creates a sonic boom. Even
though some parts of the whip travel at greater speeds, it is
the loop itself that generates the sonic boom.”

The sound earmmed the Cowmen the
of Crackers.

The crack could be heard for miles, so they also used
them to communicate with each other, like a form of Morse
code, and were able to identify each other by their whip

nickname

cracks.

Many Crackers rode rugged, rather small horses known
as cracker ponies and relied on herd dogs to help get a cow
out of a marsh, work a hundred steers into a tidy group and
move cattle along the trail. A good dog, a horse, and whip
were all the tools a true Cracker needed.

The Crackers survived in difficult conditions. They
fought off panthers, wolves, bears, and cattle rustlers and
spent weeks or months on cattle drives across difficult
marshes and dense scrub woods, often enduring burning
heat, torrential thunderstorms, and hurricane winds,

Today, the term Florida Cracker refers to an independent,
self-reliant cowboy and the lifestyle that goes with that
character.

Each year, the Crackers gathered west of Fort Pierce to
drive their giant herd of scrub cattle west across the state
toward Bradenton and then to Tampa, Punta Gorda, and
Punta Rassa, to ship them to Cuba.

Needing provisions for the trip, but having no money,
Crackers often stocked up at P.P. Cobb’s General Store in
Fort Pierce, Mr, Cobb let them fill their saddlebags with his
merchandise and pay him after they had sold their herds to
the Cubans, who were willing to pay in Spanish gold coins.

The Cracker Trail was the only dry route across Florida.

To the north, the Kissimmee River and its floodplains
blocked the way. To the south, Lake Okeechobee and the
Everglades made passage impossible.

Each year, the Florida Cracker Trail Cross-State Ride
honors the Cracker Cowmen and their history.

#.

. Cracker Trail Annual Cross State Ride

>
r
o
z

Ride Dates February 14-21, 2026
| Our 39th Annive

rsary!!!

N /.

a &

Sponsored by the Florida Cracker Trail Association

“This ride is dedicated to The Florida Cracker Cowhunter and to “Keeping the History Alive”
For more info go to www.floridacrackertrail.org or visit Facebook.com/floridacrackertrail
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Save the Date!
Colt Creek will
host another family
Poker Ride on
Saturday, February
21st. All you need
is your own horse
(with a current
Coggins); vou don’t have to know anything
about poker. The ride will officially begin
at 9am, although people can start earlier if
they are ready; all riders must be out before
10am and return by 12:30pm.

The ride is FREE after park admission (53
for an individual, 54 for a carload up to 8
people). The Friends want to make this
event affordable for families; there will be a
donation jar that we hope people will “feed”
to pay the Friends back for their gift—and
to support the park. Please keep in mind
that poker rides in other parks can cost
around $235 per rider!

Each rider will locate 5 buckets along the
trail and take one envelope from each.
Bring the envelopes back to Registration
where a volunteer will open them, remove

(OF COLT CREEK STATE PARK

the playing cards, and determine how good

your hand is. Stick around to enjoy a hot
dog lunch while all riders return and the
hands are rated before the winners are
announced. First prize is $100, second is
§50, and third is $25.

Colt Creek has 21 miles of beautiful trails,
with an additional 22 miles in the adjoining
Hampton Tract. The primitive equestrian
campground has water, a beautiful pavilion,
and a bathroom (no shower). Follow the
Friends of Colt Creek’s Facebook page
(https://www. facebook.com/friendsofcolter
eek) to stay abreast of park news.

How to Pick a Riding Tour

By Janet Schneider

Riding with tour groups can be fantastic
or disastrous. Knowing what to look for
when choosing a trip can help to ensure a
wonderful time.

1. Evaluate the company as best you can.
Look for reviews and ratings, awards, and
affiliations with other organizations. Does
the web site explain what kind of horses
they use and what care those horses
receive?

2. Pick a trip that you can actually
complete,  Be brutally honest when
evaluating your own physical fitness and
riding ability! Walking for an hour once or
twice per week on your slow, steady quarter
horse will not prepare you for galloping
across hills on a feisty thoroughbred for 6
hours. European tours are almost always
have English saddles, which many
American riders find frighteningly flimsy
compared with a Western saddle. BE
HONEST when the tour operator asks about
your riding ability! Most of us ride at a
lower competence level than what we think
we do,

3. Some tours are luxurious, others
primitive, Will you have your own room, or
must vou share? Will there be a private or
shared bathroom, or none at all? If you're a
hot-shower-every-night person, you won’t
enjoy a tent out in the woods with a
port-a-pottie or tree for a bathroom.
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4. Does the company require insurance?
Responsible groups insist that riders carry
enough medical insurance that they can be
safely evacuated if necessary.

5. How many people are allowed on each
tour? The larger the group, the greater the
logistics challenges and lower degrees of
personal attention if needed. Small groups
are generally more agile and less prone to
problems. Likewise, how many guides will
be with the rides? The more riders, the
more guides you should have.

6. What will the average speed and length
of rides be each day? Pick something your
physical condition and riding experience
can handle.

7. Will you have to groom and saddle
your own horse every day? If so, can you
lift a heavy saddle up for a 15-hand (or
larger) horse?

8. Can you mount your own horse without
help? Mounting blocks or rocks may not be
available, and having a guide plant a hand
or shoulder on your posterior to shove you
up can be embarrassing.

Most importantly, go with a great
attitude! Be flexible if things don’t go quite
as you expect. Be friendly and helpful to
those around you. Constructive comments
il you see a problem is good, unsolicited
advice not so much. Be the person everyone
wants to be around, enjoy the horse and
scenery, and have a great time.

By Janet Schneider

One of my top bucket
list items was to visit
Peru and Machu Picchu,
and this past September
that dream was
achieved! I joined the
Wild Women
Expeditions’
(https://wildwomenexp
editions.com/)  10-day
Peru Riding Expedition
Tour.

I can honestly say that
this trip was the absolute
best 1 have ever taken,
albeit the most physically taxing—the
altitude, starting at 11,000 feet in Cusco
and rising to 14,000 in the Andes’
mountain ~ passes, was  extremely
challenging for a Florida girl.

I flew into Cusco 4 days early both to
give myself time to adjust to the altitude as
well as to see the city. Cusco is considered
the oldest continuously inhabited city in the
Americas, with evidence of habitation
dating back over 3,000 years.

My tour group met for the first time on
Monday September Ist and consisted of 7
women. We had at least 2 guides with us at
all  times—expedition  leader  Kyd,
historical interpreter Paola and later Nilo,
who was invaluable keeping us all safe on
the trail. A secondary support team
transported our
luggage, met us along
the trails with
supplies, and cared
for the horses every
day.

We met our
Peruvian Paso horses
on Tuesday and began
riding on Wednesday,
traveling past
archacological

treasures such as the

Maras  Salt  Flats,
temples and terraces,
and the Incan
Agricultural  Research

Center. Each day Paola
gave  us  miniature
history lessons as we
traveled, and out of the
saddle we learned about
Peruvian culture and

lifestyle, animal
husbandry, agricultural
practices, medicinal
herbs, textiles, and more
in an incredibly

immersive experience,
The horses were wonderful—well
trained, in excellent condition and very
responsive.  The terrain was definitely

challenging as we climbed and descended
along well-traveled routes, parts of the
ancient Incan trail, and tiny alpaca paths.
The riding portion of the trip took 6 days:
our final full day was spent going to and
from the ancient Incan city of Machu
Picchu.

I’ve been on many riding trips and can
casily say this experience ranks at the top.
Our leaders were outstanding in
personality, organization, experience and
horsemanship,  Our small group of ladies
was congenial, and the Wild Women office
attentive to details and communication.

OF COLT CREEK STATE PARK

Colt Creek State Park

16000 SR 471, Lakeland FL
(863) 815-6761

*12 miles of beautiful trails
*Primitive Equestrian Camping
*Gate to the Hampton Tract

www. HorseAndPonyNews.com



o
I
i

~n Glover’s Stables g
<" English & Western Riding Lessons *
Showmanship, Horsemanship, Equitation & Trail
Ask Us About the 4-H Horse Club
20014 Twin Oaks Rd * Spring Hill, FL 34610
Call us at 352-848-0342.

Calendar listings are FREE if you are also running a
Hisplay ad in Horse & Pony News. Listings without ads are
512 each. Call 813-967-1931 or
viww. HorseAndPonyNews.com.

visit
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November 15-16; Ocala, FQHA All Novice Show,
D41-321-3247, fghasceretary@aol.com. (see ad pg 3) 10x

December 5-7: Ocala, FQHA Last Chance Futurity &
Bhow, 941-321-3247, fghasecretary@aol.com. (see ad pg
5) 10,1 1x
January 2-6: Ocala, FQHA Florida Gulf Coast ,
41-321-3247, fghasecretary(@aol.com. (sce ad pg 3)
10,11,12x

R

November 15: Friends of Little Manatee River State Park
Ireasure Hunt. www.FriendsoftheLittleManatee.org or
813) 677-9291.

Januwary  26-31: Great Florida Cattle
B63-287-1835,  www.greatfloridacattledrive.com.
article & ad, pages 6 & 7) 10,11,12,1x

February 14-21 Cracker Trail Annual Cross State Ride
wvww.floridacrackertrail.org or
FFacebook.com/floridacrackertrail (see article page 13) 11,
12, 1x

Drive,
(see

BOARDING STABLES

MARKETING MANAGER needed for existing
Sanford/Sorrento, FL boarding facility. On-site apartment
available. 321-303-1076, Call or Text. 10, 11,12p

MID-PINELLAS County “Anvil Acres™ an outstanding
facility with quality care. Large safe stalls. Board fenced
turnouts. Grass jump ficld. Lighted ring, round pen &
20x60 dressage arena, Lessons, lesson horses avail. Close
to park. Full Board. Partial stalls avail. on a limited basis.
Owner on premises. T727-546-3478,
anvilacresfa@verizon.net. tfc

MANURE REMOVAL

MANURE REMOWVAL, dumpster haul off, weekly,
monthly, Contact A to Z at 813-623-2222, tfc

MISCELLANEOUS

November 21st is the DEADLINE for the December
2025 1ssue of Horse & Pony News. Call 813-967-1931 or
email Horsepny(@tampabay.rr.com today!

JUMP OVER T0O HORSE & PONY!
Serving Florida Equestrians Since 1968

o Horse & Pony News
o eSS (813)967-1931
In horsepny@tampabay.rr.com

www_ HorseAndPonyNews.com

813-967-1931

Main Street
[nsurance

Agency.
Competitive Quotes On:

- Horse Mortality

- Equine Liability

- Automobile

- Homeowners

- Recreational Vehicles
- Business Insurance

352-463-1136

3260 W Patton Ave., F.O. Box 289 Bell Florida 32619
352-463-7634 fax

mainstreetagency.com
Licensed to sell insurance in NY, NJ, TX, PA, GA & FL

pr e o o e o o e o O o o

813-689-8131

3159S.R. 60, Valrico, FL 33594

www.brandonauto.com
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BITS & SPOORS

Riding hpparel ﬁrnnm‘.rg Supphes . Buusn;ﬂ ment

WWW, BltsﬁndSpursféck com 15245 W Hewherry Rnad

Suzanne@BitsAndSpursTack.com  Newberry, FL 32669

Alachua County

ou gh County

Hillsbor

Store Hours-
Mon-Fri. 8:30 - 5:00
Sat 8:30 - 4:00

*For All Your Animal, Pet & Bird Needs*
We carry Seminole, Manna Pro

NO. LAKELAND OCALA
B63-850-0655 352-873-8644

S0. LAKELAND BELLEVIEW
B03-665-1983 352-347-5555

AUBURNDALE BARTOW
H63-606-0303 863-537-2400

Like us on Facebook for monthly specials! Ki

Hernando County

RANCH HAND

BROOKSVILLE FLORIDA
352-796-4186

21029 Cortez Blvd. Brooksville FL 34601

Horse & Pony News

e ~)y Get Spotted!
& Advertise

and Triple Crown feed

Offering a variety of hay for horses and cows:
T&A, Alfalfa, Timothy, Coastal
round rolls and bales
Tack and Barn Supplies- WE DELIVER!
We sell Propane, fill tanks and RV’s!

Premium dog food brands from:
Taste of the Wild, Diamond, Vicfor, Fromm, Valu Pak

8808 US HWY 301 South, Riverview, FL 33578
(813)672-1244

Visit us at www.RemingtonFeed.com

Lake County

DAN'S

DISCOUNT
FEED & FENCE

':' & Nutrena ,@u

43300 State Road 19, Altoona, FL 32702
352-669-7253 Dansdiscountfeed@gmail.com

Marion County

BERRETTINI
FEED SPECIALISTS

4255 W. Hwy 40

Like us on Facebook

HAY & FEED

THIRO'S

S«

Peanut * T&A * Coastal * 0%\ * Alfalfa * Timothy

Rolls * Alfalla Blocks * Shavings Bagged & Pelleted
€ S (2
SEMINOLE o é‘"
FEEDY ~~a
e g
= SOUTH D

Fishhawk: 7015 thhla Pinecrest Rd 813-684-0832
Lithia: 16529 CR 672 813-633-1522

Pick up at our door, or delivered right te yours!

www.SchirosHayandFeed.com

X ad o
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Running out of time?

LET US HELP

We can set up
your ad at
no extra charge!

Just e-mail us your ad info & send
photos & logos as jpeg attachments

Horsepny@tampabay.rr.com

Ocala, FL 34482
(352) 629-4299

BERRETTINI

FEED SPECIALISTS

13052 N. US Hwy 27
Ocala, FL 34482
(352) 629-1447

SEICounty

FARM CITY, INC
-,.,.:\1‘ 1610 Atlanta Avenue
=4 % Orlando, FL 32806

% Nutrena (407) 843-7470

FARM CITY, INC

440 South Park Avenue
Apopka, FL 32703

& Nutrena| (407) 889-2822
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Town & County Feed & Supply

—ws fr— Large or small

. we feed them all!

-oop bl o (561) 746-0433
iiiiii 16133 Jupiter
R o Farms Rd

Jupiter, FL 33478

ANVIL ACRES

Boarding & Lessons
Lesson horses available %\
(727) 546-3478 FaAd
anvilacres@verizon.net
Two high and dry center isle barns with 12 x 12 stalls,
located on 10 acres. Indoor wash racks, rest rooms,
lighted round pen & clay arena with lighted 20 x 60
dressage arena, covered viewing area and more!

| BEPURINA] (863)646-1003

TRePlE 5530 Old Hwy. 37

SAT §-4 [REEH Lakeland, FL 33811

Seminole County

Horstmeyer
Farm & Garden

HIW FEEI] TAGK « PET
1,07.322.1235 wwwHORSTMEYER COM
300 N. FRENCH AVE SANFORD, FL 32771

Help Customers
Find You!
Directory Ads:

Small Card CLR $35.00
Medium Card CLR $45.00
Jumbo Card CLR $60.00
Eighth Page CLR $75.00

www.HorseAndPonyNews.com

Horsepny (@ tampabay.recom or (813)967-1931

% -.‘-__ .‘ I
Jrr,"', !' ‘\ ’{ !

The Tack Shack

Saddles, Bridles,

| Halters

i\ Horse & Pet Supplies
1405 North CR 426
Oviedo, FL 32765

(407) 366-1892

Antioch Feed & Farm Supply
12650 Mcintosh Rd
Thonotosassa, FL 33592
(813) 986-5611

Bennett’s Feed

1014 W Macclenney Ave
Macclenney, FL 32063
(904) 259-3381

Fox’s Feed Depot

(813) 920-2514
Foxsfeed@gmail.com

TREPLE
CROWN

16820 Gunn Hwy, Odessa, FL 33556

ADM

7\ Taste of
</ the Wild

Find The Feed Depof Near You!
Nutrena

Farmers Feed Depot

14648 7th St, Dade City, FL 33523
(352) 567-3568
farmers@feeddepotfl.com

Ranch Hand's Feed Depot
21029 Cortez Blvd
Brooksville, FL 34601
(352) 796-4186

www.HorseAndPonyNews.com 813-967-1

931 November2025 Horse & Pony News Page 17




Don’t Forget to
Reserve your
Front Cover
NOW!

-
5 ls‘{: 2 >
18 - -325° s R .8
|{ \gr &'.‘: 't-ﬁff' ;.r i }( 2
T .J-; L JAEE! ! . L& iu‘(\

Email us today!
Horsepny@tampabay.rr.com

Let me show you the many sides of horses

Deborah Glover
Boarding - Training - Equine Rehab
Instruction all ages/ disciplines

www.gloverenterprises.com

“ 1 20014 Twin Oaks Rd * Spring Hill, FL 34610
] 352-848-0342

Running out of time?

LET US HELP

We can set up
your ad at
no extra charge!

Just e-mail us your ad info & send
photos & logos as jpeg attachments

Horsepny@tampabay.rr.com

narians

Richard Grist CEq.D.

—— = 28" Mobila Equine Dantal Hospital
Covering the State Of Florida

DEHTISTFIY- EKTH.&L’T&DNS FILLINGS & REBUILDS
VACCINES * COGGINS = MICROCHIPPING « FECAL EXAMS
DIGITAL X-RAYS « VETERINARY SERVICES

www.AdvancedEquineDentist.com

727 484 4473

JOUP OVER T0 Hosg & Powy News!

o Serving Florida
\eﬁ‘ Equestrians
gof& " Since 1968

" CALL HORSE & PONY (813)%-1931,

Custom Barn Accessories & Gate Access Systems:

Security

g:x @

Affordability
= Quality

Other Custom Accessories:
Paddock Gates o Railings
Partitions
Dutch & Gossip Doors
Stall Doors
Feeding/Breeding:
Pasture Feeders « Vet Stocks
Breeding Phantoms
Much, Much More

MANVUFACTURING, VL

@ u

WWW. DoubleRmfgl rlom

800-813-3361
352-873-1441

5529 SW |st Lane, Ocala, Fl 34474

h}hv
e

For more information
about our products in
your area contact:

sales@doublermfg.com
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528 W. Brandon Blvd.

813-689-BEAR (2327)

a1

J=

Brandon, FL

Schedule Your Car’s Mamtenance NOW!

WHEN IS IT

TIME TO GET

We’re your one-stop automotive shop
\mth Owners you can trust!

Famnly owned and operated since 1987
We have the most economical tire brands in Brandon!
Our team will help you find the right tires to fit your needs.
Located between Jesse’s Steak House & Dairy Queen in Brandon!

528 W. Brandon Blvd. Brandon 813-689-BEAR {@:
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5 Easy Steps to Treating Hot Spots on Dogs

Noticed a hot spot on your dog? They're extremely
common during the warmer months, when temperatures
get human and bugs are on the prowl, Don’t let hot spots
cramp your summer adventures. With the right treatment
and care, your dog will feel better in just a few days.

What are Hot Spots?

Dog hot spots are areas of infected, inflamed skin that are
very uncomfortable for your dog. Often these spots get
moist or itchy and can even coze. Your dog will likely be
tempted to lick or chew the area of discomfort, but doing so
only makes those hot spots worse,

Hot spots on dogs are caused by a condition called acute
moist dermatitis. They are itchy, painful skin lesions that
result from constant licking, biting, and scratching of one
area. Inflammation causes these spots to become warm,
which is how they gained the name “hot spots.” Irritants
such as bugs and allergens can be the initial cause for your
dog’s irritation, and excess moisture from rain or pools can
sometimes amplifv the effects
GO®D APPLE

EQUINE CONSIGNMENT

Dally dizcounts baced
on tag color,

down daily.

Come in and find your
next treagure,

Largest Equine
(’.mignma'dgtum

255 SW 60th Ave. * Ocala, FL 34474 * 352-789-6544
www.GoodAppleEquine.com

Contact us today!

Reserve Your
Front Cover of

L g
u
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Horsepny@tampabay. rr.com
813 967-1931
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How to Treat a Hot Spot on a Dog:

1. TRIM SURROUNDING HAIR

Carefully trim the hair around the affected area with
clippers or scissors. Your pup may get frightened or flinch
as you clip around the arca of pain, so it may help to have a
second person to hold and comfort them as you trim. You
can also seek professional help if you need assistance to
safely remove the hair,

2. CLEAN THE AREA

Clean the affected area with a pH-appropriate product, so
as not to cause your dog any more pain or discomfort. For
best results, use a product that’s specially formulated to
treat hot spots,

3. SOOTHE THE HOT SPOT

After the area has been cleaned, apply a cool wash cloth
or compress to soothe the area and relieve irritation, before
patting it dry.

4. TREAT THE HOT SPOT

Onge dry, to treat the hot spot start by applying a topical
hot spot treatment to protect and soothe any lasting
irritation. Continue to apply this treatment 3-4X daily and
try to monitor how often your pet licks or scratches the
area. If they continue to lick excessively, an e-collar or
plastic cone may be necessary.

5. MAINTAIN CARE

Dog hot spot healing time usually lasts anywhere from a
few days up to a couple of weeks. Continue to clean and
check the affected area daily, If the area worsens or does
not show improvement in a couple of days, or in extreme
cases, you should contact your wveterinarian for further

treatment, such as antibiotics.

Regularly brushing and bathing your dog, especially
during the summer months, will help to remove any
allergens and irritants from their skin and coat and prevent
hot spots from forming. For the healthiest clean, use a
shampoo like Vetericyn FoamCare® that's properly
formulated for your dog’s coat type and pH balanced for
optimal skin health.

“We Are A FULL SERVICE Garage”

BRANRQN

Services

Call Us 689-8131
3159 E. SR 60 - Valrico, FL
www.brandonautoservices.com
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Quide to

Fran Severn

Riders of a Certain Age

fran@ridersofacenainaga.com

www:ridersofacertainage.com
‘ 410-845-0798

To blanket or not to blanket — that is

the question

And there are as many answers as there
are horses and horse owners. The only
answer is — It depends. Every owner has
different criteria for deciding when to
blanket. Some go by the air temperature.
Others by whether the horse seems cold in
the morning. Some decide by the age or
breed of the horse, The only constant is that
a new blanket will be torn or muddy before
you get the eredit card bill you used to buy
it.

The language of horse blankets can also
be confusing. “Weight” refers to the
amount of fill between the lining and the
outer fabric. That translates into the
temperature range for using the blanket.
You also need to consider whether the

horse is clipped or has its natural winter

coat. Here's a handy guide explaining
blanket weights and temperatures:

Blankets and Blanketing

Now you must make sure you get the
right size. Measure from the withers to the
top of the tail for the back seam. Then
measure from the center of the chest to the
end of the rump. That gives you the body
length. You'll now have the size in inches.

Proper fastening is important to ensure
that the blanket stays on and that the horse
can’t be il‘l‘jl.ll‘t_‘Ll by misfastened snaps.

Clips: Make sure all clips are turned
towards the horse and make sure that they
are fully closed. That prevents them from
getting caught on anything.

Belly straps: If your blanket has straight
belly straps, bring them straight across the
belly. If your blanket has angled straps,

Weight | Unclipped Body Clipped Advertise
Horse Horse
No fill Fleece Fleece
Cooler /Sheet Cooler/Sheet
40°-50° 50°-60°
0g- No Fill Sheet Lightweight
80g 30°-40° 40°-50°
100- Lightweight Lightweight
150 g 20°-30° /Medium
30°-40°
Medium Medium/Heavy
180g- | 10°-20° 20°-30°
275¢
Heavy Heavy/maybe surprised
300g- | Below10° with liner at the
450g Below 20° results!

Step Out In Front of Your Competition

Advertise

in Horse & Pony News!

bring them across diagonally and
hook them in the opposite
receiver. T-locks are notorious for
jamming or opening at will. Use
plumbing washers or T-lock
fasteners to make them behave.
Leg straps: These can be tricky.
Do not cross them diagonally.
Loop them through each other on
the same side. You want the strap
to stay on the same side but get
looped around and clipped to the
D-rings on the same side. 1t's oo 23

Do loop them thrangh each otherand
eliglack onto the D-ring behind

Don’t cross tem diagomdly

T Y
gy
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w

casy for the horse to get a leg or
foot tangled if the strap is hanging
long and loose. (Photo of proper
strap placement)

To hang blankets when not in
use, thread several strands of
bailing twine or rope through
PVD pipe and tie them to stall
bars.

More information about
blanketing  (including  photos
demonstrating  how to fasten

blankets) is in The Book of Barn
www bookofbarnhacks.com,)

Hacks, available at

+ Smart DIY barn solutions

+ Time-saving organization hacks

BOOK OF
BARN HACKS

- Must-hawve tips for every horse owner

Order now at www.ridersofacertainage.com or scan the QR code
T - —y all ml i ~
X g e . SR e Y SO

Submitting Articles To

Horse & Pony News

When submitting articles for consideration for
printing in Horse & Pony News, please email
articles as a Word document.

Please keep articles under 400 words whenever
possible and email each photo as a separate
jpeg attachment.

Send to: Horsepny@tampabay.rr.com
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November 15th Little Manatee | jttle Manatee River State
River State Park Treasure Hunt

Keep the date November
15th  marked on your
calendar to join the search
for treasure in  Little
Manatee River State Park!

You will search the trails
guided by a map for 10
buckets with numbered keys
inthem. Collect 1 orall 10 and deposit them
in treasure chest with matching numbers for
a chance to win prizes valued at $25, and up
if your key is drawn at 2pm,

The event starts at 9am with last entry out
at I lam. All must be in by 1:30 to deposit
keys. A delicious lunch is included with

entry fee of 525. in advance or $30. day of

event. Extra meals are available. You can
ride, hike or paddle this event and a silent

Little Manatee River 7th Annual Treasure Hunt

Saturday, November 15

To be held at the Little Manatee River State Park
215 Lightfoot Road Wimauma, FL 33598

Food-Treasure-Prizes-Silent Auction = Fun Day!

Search the trails or river of the park by
horseback, canoe or by hiking! Use any
of these way to find the keys to the
Treasure Chest for chances to win prizes!

Auction will run during the
event to give cveryone a
chance to bid on the items
donated. Need a horse call
Born to Ride 941-812-1980.

For advance tickets go to
htep:/Mwww. FriendsOf TheLit
tleManatee.org.  Proof  of
negative coggins required and helmets for
riders 16 and under.

If you need special assistance call park
office at 813-671-5005 Jordan. All profit
goes to projects in the park.

This event presented by the Florida State
Parks and Staff, the Friends Of Little
Manatee River, Canoe Outpost, Wolf's
Born to Ride and ACE Crossings
Hardware, Big Bend.

Park Upcomlng Events

A
jfﬁ e e

The Little Manatee River State Park hosts
events throughout the year, from a Treasure
Hunt to Moonlight Trail Rides and a charity
poker run on land or on the water. On
November 15th you can join the search for
treasure in Little Manatee River State Park!

State Park Family Events

The state park Moonlight Rides are
scheduled for Nov, 8, Dec. 6, Feb. 28 and
March 28. Please pre-register in advance.
RSVPs can be made at 813-833-6047.
Wolfe's Born to ride will also have horses
available to rent for the evening with a
guided trail ride through the Little Manatee
River State Park. We must have at least 10
riders to register for a Saturday night
Moonlight Ride

The 2026 Poker Ride will be held on
January 31! You can ride, hike or canoe the
trails to collect playing cards from up to 6
locations to make your best poker hand.
Take a chance to improve your hand with
extra cards available for donation. The
highest five card hand and win great prizes!

Bring your whole family to the “All

About Horses™ fun and educational event at
Little Manatee River State Park! This event
is will be held on April 16 and you won't
want to miss the displays, speakers, raffles,
bake sale, food & drinks, T- shirts and
games! A Parade of Breeds will be held to
display all of the horse breeds onsite!
Information will be available on horse
rescues, training stables and local horse
rentals and more!

Cowboys will speak on the history of the
Cracker horse & bull whips! There will be
tack & farrier displays and horse health
speakers!

Located in South

Hillsborough County

The Little Manatee River State Park is
located in South Hillsborough County near
the Manatee county line and is divided by
the Little Manatee river.

The Friends of the Little Manatee River
State Park is a 501¢3 organization support
group and the Florida State Parks. for more

info 20 1o
www. friendsofthelittlemanatee.org/special
-events/  For  Park  info  go  to:

www._floridastateparks.org or call

1-800-326-3521

LITTLE MANATEE
RIVER STATE PARK

Located 4 miles S. Of Sun City Center on Hwy 301
215 Lightfoot Rd. Wimauma, FL.33598
813-671-5005

MOONLIGHT RIDES: Nov. 8,
Dec. 6, Jan. 3, Feb. 28, March 28

TREASURE HUNT: Nov. 15

Entry fee per rider or hiker is $25 in advance or $30 day of event.
Entry includes a yummy lunch & drink. Extra lunches are available.

Negative coggins test required & helmets for riders under 16 year old

Presented by the Florida State Parks Staff, Friends of the Little Manatee
River State Park, Canoe Outpost, Wolfe's Born To Ride, Ace
Crossings Hardware and Feed, Big Bend.

For tickets & information visit
www.FriendsOfTheLittleManatee.org
813-677-9291, need a horse 941-812-1980
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POKER RIDE: Jan. 31
ALL ABOUT HORSES: April 16

*TRAILS OBSTACLES
*STALLS -CAMPSITES
water & electric
RESERVE NOW sites go quickly!
Www.Reserve.FloridaStateParks.org
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Lic# CRC1330830 Woodys Barns come with a 5 Year Warranty

WOODYS BARNS

Horse Barns oY wﬂses LLC Center Aisle Barns

Paddock Covers Back to Back Stalls
. Shed Row Barns

Barns with Apts.

2 Story Barns

Hay Storage
Storage Barns
Garages

Shops and Sheds :' UL Ll O 18 Colors to Choose

Trailer Storage S 5 kbR >y Supervised Jobs
Shelters ' -.: Built to all New State

Farm Buildings Hurricane Wind Loads

2~2008tals T OLL FREE 1- 866 719 6639
Visit our Web Site www.WoodysBarns.com
Automatic
Misting
Fly Confrol
Available
Now

100’5 of Plans and Sizes
Engineered Plans and Permits
1110 B Quotation Court, St Cloud, FL 34772
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ZX155 /saé%sn Exiss, Sooner, Merhow Trailers, !,1

along with toy haulers MERHOW

Gator (
Horse Trailers @ ad - |

www.gatorhorsetrailers.com

4305 NW 35th Street Ocala FL 34482
(352)483-2414 or gatortrailers@aol.com

)¢ For all your sales 3 , f
and service needs

)

HAPP\

/7/ /7M1 ///4’///
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